
i n i it in 11 1r .11

Vol. XVI. LINCOLN, NEB., AUGUST 18, 1904. No13

Democratic Senators of Georgia (

("RURAL FREE DELIVERY Claim Authorship for I
THOMAS E. W ITSON. I

cry in rural communities; but as, I

understand it and the chairman of
the committee, the gentleman from

The rural free delivery of mall is

growing sd rapidly that one hesitates
to name any figures tending to show
the number of people served. As long
ago as November, 1902, nearly twelve
thousand routes had been established;
the carriers-- engaged . traveled ; 2 1 e.OOO

miles of country roads and served
about seven millions "of the strictly
rural-populatio- n with their daily mail,
it is likely. that the number is much

be tens of thousands who
will remember the stump speech made

"

by his mall box. '

For the benefit of those who may
be mystified by the claims and counter-c-

laims of various individuals, The
independent has taken the trouble to
make a thorough investigation of the
Congressional; Record.;' Last year both
senators from Georgia (Clay. and.Iia-con- )

made the claim in behalf of Mr.
Watson and the state of Georgia for
originating-th- idea of real. rural free
delivery-ra- nd it was not controverted
by any senator present Tb follow- -

. North , Carolina (Mr. Henderson),
makes the same statement to the

: hci;3e the lav has, teen construed
to mean 'cities, 'town?, aud villages,
and there are now Ln operaiion ex- -

perimentai free dei 'varies in fcertaln
''towns 'and villages. , . ;

, J
The law expressly provides tor

rural communities, and it ssems to
me where the general laws make
such provision there is no hardship
in taking-- a small amount from the

- aonronrlaUon. orJy S10.000, and ap

During the year 1902, 12,403 additional '

petitions were filed. -
1 Thus It 'will be seen that the num-
ber of petitions received during this
last year exceeded by over, 2,000 the
total. number filed heretofore. This la
the" highest evidence of the Increasing
popularity "of rural free delivery and
shows . a universal desire . from the
people for the completion, of the set v- - .

ice throughout, the country. The re--
port, of, the postmaster general shows
that from, the beginning the demand ,

tor, the service has far exceeded the
ability of the department, to establish
it, and that since July 1, 902, about
2,400 petitions have , been reeeh ed
about 600 per 'month. The demands
are growing every day tor the com-

pletion of the service. ; . I
The postmaster general informs us

thaCthe requests for this service are
usually accompanied by the expressed
expectation of the petitioners ! that
the routes will be established at ofoce.

propriating it for experimental freebe. verified by any ison wuo win
takethe trouble to dr so: delivery in absolutely rural commu

Mr. Clay: Mr. President: I desire nities; that is to say, in the country
pure and simple, amongst the farm-

ers, in these . neighborhoods where
to say to the senator in charge ct this
bill that I wish to submit some re
marks, and that I shall not take, more ,'tbey do not get their mail more than,

once in every two weeks, ahd where :than ten or fifteen minutes cr tne
time of the senate. r these deserving people have settled

. in communities one hundred yearsThe Presiding Officer: Does the
senator from Illinois yield to the sen-- ,
ator from Georgia?

Mr. Mason: I yield to the senator
for his remarks, but the senator from
Maryland (Mr. McComas), has asked
the privilege of offering an amend
ment, and I want the senator trom
Maryland to understand that after the

Nothing short cf Immediate action
by the', department eatisfles them. They

"

know their neighbors are enjoying the
service, and can not understand why
it .Is not extended to them ' at once. "

He further teils us in his report that
every part of the country is clamorous .

for this service;, and from those se-tlo- ns

where the" least Interest was
folmerly ' manifested, and the people, '

from a "lack of proper understanding
of the matter, seemed loath to accept
the benefits of free rural delivery, and
were even antagonistic to it, the de-

mands for the service and importunity
for prompt action are how perhaps the
greatest. ..-'-

.

Well has the postmaster general

senator from Georgia has finished, he
may offer it. .

old and- - do not receive a. newspaper
that it not two weeks behiud the
times. , . ; -

The amendmeut was adopted by a,
vote of. 79 yeas to 41 nays. Mr.. Wat-- ,
son introduced his amendment to ex- -'

perlment in : the free rural delivery
service, carrying $10,000 for . this .pur-po- st,

less than ten years. agx), which,
from the best information I ha7e been
able ta obtain, carried the first "ap-

propriation, ever mado by cod gi ess for
rural free delivery.

Mr. Wanamaker had tried what he
called free delivery In towns and vil- -'

lages, but the experiment had not'
been made for, free delivery o coun-- ,
try mails,. Who. would have thought
that the good work begun by this dis- -'

tinguisUed Georgian ten years ago
would have grown to such magnitude'.

Mr, Clay: Mr. President, an exami

nearer ten millions today.
. Due credit must be -- given the re-- :.

publican administration for developing
this gigantic system of rural fre de-

livery, 'in e .
been lavish money-spende- rs but itus
is the first instance where public rev-

enues have been expended under re-

publican direction in the interest of
ALL the people, instead of for a fav-

ored few because it is just as desir-

able tor the urbanite to be able to
reach his rural brother by quids:, mail
service, as it is for, the rural citi-
zen to be reached.,

The greatest credit for any bless-

ing to mankind is always ; accorded
him in whose mind the thing origin-
ated. Nobody today thinks of giving
credit to present day makers of steam
engines for-th- e application of steam
power to manufacturing and transpor-
tation, but the public mind instinc-
tively turns to Watts. Robert Fulton
and a few others. The blessing of
rural free delivery Is due to the "ener-

gy and well directed efforts" of Hon.
;Thomas E. WaUon of Georgia, the
people's party candidate for president.
He it was who, seeing free delivery
.of mail in the larger pities a grand
.success, and seeing Postmaster Gener-
al Wanamaker's experiments with free
delivery, in smaller, cities and, towns
.( under the misleading name, oi "ru-

ral" delivery), conceived the idea that
if the United States could expend the

'

'"publics revenues.; la delivering, mail to
the' urban population, ."equal rights
to all, special privileges to none,1" ab-

solutely demanded that the rural pop-
ulation should have similar service.
Mr. Watson was too far-sight- ed a

. statesman to attempt the establish-
ment of rural free delivery at one fell
'swoop. He knew the forces he had to
'deal with. He knew how difficult it
would be to secure an appropriation
to be expended in behalf of any but
the beneficiaries of special privileges
in control of the government. So his
first demand was so modest only a

nation of the Congressional ltecord of
February 17, 1893, shows that the post- -

office appropriation bill was. pending!
in the house of representatives, and
when an item of free delivery service,
including existing experimental free
delivery offices, of 111,254,943 was said that ; free' rural delivery Is no

longer in the experimental stage, but
has become an established fact, lil-peritne- nts

thus tf&r- - made have, beert

reached, Hon. T. E. WaUon. who was,
then a member- - of . the , ho,use; of rep-
resentatives- from Georgia; introduced
the following amendment: in so short a period of time? --When '

most satisfactory, and its adoption aa
a permanent feature of postal admin
istration, is assured. Keports show
conclusively that the value of isolated
farms have been enhanced because of
the service. Farmers have been

this ,vas introduced the
publW.mtnd had not grasped the Im-- J

portance of this subject; and few cqni-- ;
prehended the great good' that would,
flow from this humble beginning in so;
short a period. ; ,"; ., ..t"

In 1837 the appropriation grew to
$40,000, and only forty-fo- ur routes
were in operation. In 1898 the appro-
priation was increased to $50,000, and

For free delivery :; service; includ-
ing existing experimental free deliv-

ery offices, $11,254,943, of which sum
$10,000 shall be applied, unci er the
direction of the postmaster general,
to experimental free delivery n ru-

ral communities other than towns
and 'villages. -

Further examination of the Congres-
sional Record shows the following col

brought in close .'touch with the mar
kets their mails daily.

The social and educational "benefits
conferred by, the mail being brought
daily to the farmer's home are incal
culable. The city and the country are
brought into close connection and the

148 routes were established. In 1899.
the appropriation was increased to.
$150,000, and the routes had grown to
391. In 1900 $450,000 was appro farmer is somewhat relieved from the

monotony of rural life and given anpriated for this purpose, and the-nu-

equal opportunity to keep abreast withber of. routes increased to 1,2 In,
his neighbor in the city. .paltry SIO.000, a mere bagatelle to the 1901 $1,750,000. was appropriated, and

spenders of billions of tne people's It has been estimated that the ter-

ritory of the United States availablemoney that, with persistent watching
for rural free delivery embraces about

the routes had increased to 4,Sol. And
in 1902, $3,993,740 was appropriated for
the same purpose, and the routes laid
off and put in operation had increased
to 8.476.

and hard fighting, he finally secured
.what he asked. . ' ! a million square miles, or about one-thi- rd

of the country's area, excluding

loquy, have taken place 'between
members: ,

-

Mr. Holman: I reserve a point of
order on that amendment.

Mr. watson: This reduces thex
expediture provided for in the b?U.

Mr. Henderson of North Caro-
lina: I desire. to reserve a point of
order.

The Chairman: A point cf order
has already been reserved.

Mr. Watson: Mr. Chairman, the
paragraph under consideration pro-
vides for the expenditure of $11,254,-94- 3

for free delivery service. My
amendment reduces the amount of
that expenditure and simply directs
that the postmaster general shall
apply $10,000 of the appropriation
to experimental free delivery in

2'or something like four year3 the
postal ilrsthorities refused to expend On November 1, 11,650 routes had Alaska. The routes now in operaiion

cover a little more than 300,000 squarethe Watson appropriation; but finally been established, and the carriers en-

gaged in taking the mails to the fara start was made in a small way, one
of the first routes being out of llyatts-vill- e,

Md. So rapidly did the system
mers traveled 275,000 miles of country
roads to serve about 7,000,000 of the

spring into public favor that the re strictly rural population of the. United
publican administration was compelled
to develop it, even in face of the
Knowledge that the socializing effects

States. The area covered by these
routes is fully 300.000 square miles.
The popular demand for the furtner,
extension of this service has been so
great as to foree congress to appro
priate $12,000,000 during thepresent

miles, so that almost one-thir-d of
the available territory has already
been provided with the service. With-
in the next three years the service can
be completed, and there should be
no halt in this work, for the people
are demanding It with earnestness,
and the sooner the service is com-

pleted the more quickly will the ef-

fect of its influence be felt 'upon the
'

postal revenue.
Should the extension of the servico

hereafter be made jit the rate of, 12,-0- 00

routes per year until it bectmea
universal, within the next three yeaia
the work will be completed. Then
nearly 20.000.WJO farmers who hereto-
fore have been given little opportunity
to enjoy the benefits of dally mail fa-

culties will receive their malU flaily
and country life wilt be relieved of
isolation, and the farmer will be put
upon an equal footing with his city
neighbor..

Th farmer will receive raori di-

rect benefit from the $. 1.000, WJO an.
nually appropriated to rarry on th
system after completed than he hai
received heretofore from the vust tiumi
appropriated annually to dtray the
etrHMtBt'M of the government. Country
lite will bwome more attractive, tn
farmer will kcou In daily touch wUh
th event of Importance transpiring,
daily newspapers will find their way
into the country borne, all (ti.M
will be brought IntJ ikne touch lth
tarh othT. the firmer wilt lf ulck tn
avail himdf of every opportunity 4o
Improve hu condition, to take t.lvaa- -

session to further extend this service.
There Is no reason to expect a de-crea- .ie

in this popular demand for tu-r- &l

free delivery until all available
sections of the country have been
covered by the service.

Wherever this service has been es-
tablished there has t een a stiudy and
healthy lnereiie In tre gross receiptsof the po.stoffices In the locality In
which ' free delivery has ben put In
operation, and there has also been
large Incr-iw- ? In the revenue, and
In all probability when ttrn system I

thororrhly eatablUhoT the incitaaed
receipts will more than meet the i'd

expenditure.
Th popular demand and the mar.

vploua srowih of thi.i great work dera- -

, of rural free delivery must finally
accomplish the overthrow of that

! party. For the farmer has been and
still is the mainstay of the republican
party; but after his Intense Individ-'ualis- ni

is worn away by the use of
rural telephones, rural free delivery of

; mails, good roads and the like, he will
, be better equipped for ive

action and thin will ultimately take
him away from the g o. p. on

among farmer ha been difficult
oi accomplishment heretofore, Q

can not live with-
out ready communication. And the
rapid growth of farm1!' ive

shipping association cau in large
mHure bo traced directly to that
then jrnnotteed appropriation of ten
th".i!Hatil dollars necured by Mr. Wat-Ho- n.

Wherever a Mowing to mankind ha
1 cn Introduced, it I not Ions btfure
lrtosvl r spring u on every hand
clalmhi: th crrdlt for it. ducovtryor Inirod'M tton. Credit for th bl-I- tu

of rural free delivery t due dl
r tty t Thotiua II. Wauon. A lli
Missouri W irl i truthfully remark:
"Ivvtry o?i. of the tnj of thuusausi
of rural null Uuw U t tump apocdi
In favor of Tom WaUoii lor j tti-dent- ."

And uu (taction day tbcr will

rural communities.
Mr. Loud. That is already pro-

vided for; the gentleman will ac-

complish nothing by his amendment.
Mr. Watson: It is not-provid- ed

for in rural districts other than
towns and villages. There 13 no ex-

perimental tiervloe , in rurai com-
munities other than towns aud vil-

lages.
Mr Huchanan of New Jersey: You

mean ' truly rural."
Mr. WaUun: Yea, air; the real

country.
Mr. Holman: I think there li

wmp misapprehension na to the law
on thin Miibject. ! would like to ask
the gentleman from North Caro'lru
In chars of thU bill what the exist-
ing law N?

Mr. Ilnderwm of North Carolina:
Thrr U no law on the Hubjcct pro-vld- in

for rural free delivery or ex
pertinent In that direction. There
U a law which provides for tx
iwrlmeuu In small towii4 and vi-
llage, and forty-ek- ht of tluse now
have tn delivery. That condition U
prvi.-r-

v l In this bill, but no pro
vinton U made for rurl fret dcliv
fry. v

Mr. Vaton; The prcn! la
provide lor o exporlmpntal Mn- -

ontrat that the rainier are bent-rl- Nl

by thrt orvlM On July I, iigl,i.Vtt lr delivery routes were in op
eration, and during tn? ar i.it:
Hum rtir p'.:Aiirci. an avf raef
of 317 a ino:i:h. Th servica pratti- -
rauy iioii.i.'.i in tv:v muuttu. On
July I, l'.2l3 pcatloni t.ad twen
tlUs with th jM ucfSi
iklns lor frctf rural dHtvery routf.


